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First Presbyterian Church of Colorado Springs
Light and Life for the City
January 27, 2026, Session Meeting Minutes

Present: Rev. Dave Steane, Randy Case, Lindy Keffer, Kris Bauman, Bill Rhea, Rev. Dr. Tim McConnell, Elizabeth Roth, Mike Hodges, Pam Moore, Dorothy Alvarez, Kappy Stewart, Kirk Cherry, Rev. Greg Hartnett, Rev. Dr. John Goodale, Wendy Buckler, Ken Laura, John Moe, Susan Pattee, Shelly Busby, Mark Albers, Mary Frieg, Dave Dillard, Bonnie Ortivez

Excused: Megan Nilsen

Absent: Scott Berry

Guest: Derrick Jeffers, Business Administrator – Dave Dillard moved to give Derrick voice but no vote in the January Session meeting.  The motion was seconded by Kris Bauman.  Motion carried. 



A. Part One: Devotional and Prayer	Tim McConnell
a. Lectio Devina reading of Romans 3:21-26
b. Community Prayer time

B. Part Two: Discernment and Decision Time	Dave Steane

a. Omnibus Motion - To Approve Written Reports

i. Clerks Report and Minutes

ii. Treasurer's Report

iii. Ministry Team Notes

Motion: Kris Bauman moved to approve Omnibus motion as presented. The motion was seconded by Pam Moore. Motion Carried.


b. New Business	Dave Steane

i. Second Reading and Approval of the 2026 Budget
· Derrick reviewed the budget process that each ministry went through starting in early fall.  This budget reflects the staff’s input and approval of the Finance Ministry Team. 

Motion: The Finance Ministry Team moves to approve the 2026 budget of you as presented. Discussion.  No second needed.  Motion carried.

ii. EPNC Update
· Pam Moore reported that the EPNC met last night.  They spent time last night remember Rich Hughes before moving into business. They have one strong candidate and looking for one to two more potential strong candidates.  Rob Lauer will be at the ECO national gathering next week to network and look for candidates. Asking for prayer and patience as the process continues to move forward.

iii. Bylaws Update
	
Original Motion: To approve the revision of the First Pres Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation and recommend these to the congregation for approval at a congregational meeting on a date and time to be determined.  The motion was seconded by Kris Bauman.

Following discussion Kris Bauman moved to amend the motion as follows - To approve the presentation of draft of the First Pres Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation and recommend these to the congregation for approval at a congregational meeting on a date and time to be determined.  This motion was seconded by Lindy Keffer. Motion Carried.


iv. Session Correspondence
· A letter has been received from a member to all of the personal emails of session members.  It was noted that this communication method is contrary to policy and a violation of data protection.  All correspondence to session must be sent to the moderator and the clerk. 
· Continued discussion about the letter and asked for continued prayers and wisdom in this manner.
· A response will be drafted, sent to the Session for addition input and approval, and it will reflect a unified voice and sent by Clerk Susan Pattee – 




C. Part Three: Visioning	Tim McConnell
a. Preview of the congregational meeting.  Reviewed First Pres Forward initiatives.

b. Reviewed 2025 highlights. 

c. What will 2026 Hold?
i. An Executive Pastor called and installed

ii. Design and completion of a Missions Hub

iii. Ephesians 3:20

iv. New Growth with all these possible potential things – God is doing something her

v. Continued high Alpha attendance

vi. We need to create one team one dream not just with staff but with the whole congregation
· Vision unity & Collaboration = creativity
· Modern/Classic worship
· Missions/Family Min
· Comms/everyone

vii. City Church Unity
· COS I Love You – Citywide Worship (Oct 2)
· National Day of Prayer (May 7)

viii. Leadership Shifts
· John Goodale (April 19)
· Executive Pastor
· Discipleship Pastor

ix. Spiritual Leadership
· Baptism Service (April 12)
· 40 days of Prayer

x. Vision Discernment
· Is God calling First Pres to establish a Christian Counseling Center to provide help to families, teens, and other struggling with mental health?
· Discussion about this to see where we go.  Many questions and much discussion ensued about how we might be able to do that and what discernment over this decision looks like. 
· How can the full congregation receive the people coming in to the center – these are our neighbors – arm of the discipleship compass – participants.  We will have a responsibility to pull them into worship and relationship with the Lord?
· Entered into a time of prayer
· Susan moved to say yes, we believe that God calling First Pres to establish a Christian Counseling Center to provide help to families, teens, and other struggling with mental health.  The motioned was seconded by Bonnie Ortivez.
· Kappy Stewart expressed concern that we will take this to the congregation and we won’t have answers to the questions that are being asked. Tim agreed that we probably don’t want to mention this at the congregational meeting. 
· An amended Motion was introduced by Susan Pattee as follows: We believe God is calling us to explore First Pres to establish a Christian Counseling Center to provide help to families, teens, and other struggling with mental health.  Amendment approved.  Amended Motion carried.


D. Closing and Prayer	Tim McConnell
a. Closed in prayer at 8:46 pm

E. Upcoming Dates


a. Next Sermon Series – Roman Series Continues: No Shame: Standing on the Gospel Truth (Jan 11-Feb 15); Like Him We Rise (Feb 18 - April 12) 

b. Communion Dates: February 1, March 1, April 2, April 12, May
3, June 7, August 2, September 6, October 4, December 6,
December 10, January 10

c. ECO National Gathering - February 2-5, 2026

d. Congregational Meeting - February 8, 2026 - 12:30 pm - Worship Center
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